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Senior Josh Porter belts out “Escape” by Enrique Iglesias during Tuesday night’s 
performance.
Taylor ‘ringer’ lost but found
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The return from spring break 
means academic advising, and 
Taylor’s Director of Summer 
School Angie Fincannon says 
Taylor is offering more sum-
mer classes this year than ever 
before.
The classes include 14 new 
classes offered through the 
Blackboard Academic Suite, 
Taylor’s online course software, 
Fincannon said.
“These are actual Taylor 
courses, so it goes right along 
with the curriculum,” she said.
A total of 31 different under-
graduate courses are available 
this summer, excluding practi-
cums and internships. 
Four graduate school courses 
are available.
The majority of summer 
courses take place online 
through Blackboard so that any 
student with a computer and 
Internet access can complete a 
course without the cost of hous-
ing and meals, Fincannon said. 
Class variety ranges “from 
biblical studies to education; 
you can even take a cross-cul-
tural credit, with Ethnic and 
Minority Issues,” Fincannon 
said.  
“It's a chance to get a course 
in your major or a general edu-
cation requirement.”
Many summer courses are 
high-demand classes that may 
not have room for some stu-
dents during a normal semes-
ter, Fincannon said. 
A summer term allows the 
course to be available for stu-
dents without detracting from 
regular semester plans.
Specialized courses also oc-
cur during the summer. 
Biblical Studies Associate 
Professor Ed Meadors offers a 
course on Romans that does not 
appear during the fall or spring 
semesters.
“Romans is offered during 
the summer as a unique elective 
to complement our semester 
course on Paul and his epistles,” 
Meadors said. “It's a wonderful, 
rich study.
The online option gives stu-
dents flexibility during the busy 
summer months when students 
are working, traveling, etc.”
Taking a summer course 
through Taylor allowed senior 
Kelly Kinkade to stay on sched-
ule for graduation in May. 
 Kinkade said she lost credits 
when she entered Taylor as a 
transfer student.
“I needed a way to make up 
for the lost semester,” she said.  
“If Taylor didn't offer summer 
classes, I would have had to 
take classes at another college, 
but that's more complicated 
with matching up courses to 
transfer. It was just a lot easier 
to not have to worry about that 
kind of stuff.”
Extended field experiences 
are available during the sum-
mer as well.
 Environmental Science Pro-
fessor Michael Guebert con-
ducts two environmental sci-
ence and physical education 
courses: Camping and Canoe-
ing and Outdoor Activities. 
“It's learning in the best way 
possible,” Guebert said.
Sophomore Tomi Benson 
echoed this sentiment. After 
completing Environment and 
Society through independent 
study, she completed labs by 
traveling throughout Indiana. 
“I got to see a lot of areas in 
Indiana that I would have never 
seen otherwise,” she said.
Summer school students 
sometimes receive more per-
sonalized instruction because 
class sizes are small, Fincannon 
said.
Summer courses take place 
during three sessions, Fincan-
non said. Session One consists 
of a full summer session; all 
Blackboard courses are avail-
able in Session One. 
Most Taylor students know 
the United States seems to be 
entering an economic reces-
sion. 
But the economic change af-
fects students in more ways 
than the price of gas or the 
summer job market. The cur-
rent economic state directly 
affects each student through a 
nearly $80 million fund called 
the endowment.
Simply put, an endowment is 
a large savings account that col-
lects interest from the bank and 
through investments, which is 
why it is affected by economic 
change. 
Taylor uses its endowment to 
pay for scholarships and build-
ing projects and prevent tuition 
rates from fluctuating. 
Taylor’s investment policy 
limits the endowment spending 
rate to five percent of the aver-
age endowment balance over 12 
quarters. 
This policy helps level out a 
bad quarter; for example, one 
very bad quarter would not 
cause tuition levels to spike if 
the year’s other quarters remain 
consistent. 
Taylor’s spending policy is 
conservative compared to other 
schools, said Taylor’s vice pres-
ident for business and finance, 
Ron Sutherland, since Taylor 
“(gives) up high flyers to avoid 
tanking.”
Still, Taylor is not immune to 
the market’s ups and downs. 
Based on the Dow Jones In-
dustrial Average, the invest-
ment market is down 18 per-
cent over the last two quarters, 
contributing to a recession. 
According to Sutherland, if 
the next two quarters are also 
bad, tuition rates will prob-
ably not change for 2009, but 
2010 might see a tuition rate 
increase. 
But if the market improves in 
the next two quarters, nothing 
may change.
The amount in Taylor’s en-
dowment — just less than $80 
million as of last November — 
comes from donors and mem-
bers of the board of trustees.
Although part of the endow-
ment is “unrestricted,” so the 
board can take out funds when 
necessary, the majority of the 
endowment is permanently re-
stricted funds from donors, and 
only the earnings from interest, 
dividends and capital gains are 
available to spend. 
Those who give to the en-
dowment can also specify a cer-
tain beneficiary to receive the 
income from their donation, 
Sutherland said.
The state of the endowment 
depends on the investment mar-
ket and current interest rates. 
When the market is successful, 
the amount of the endowment 
increases, and the total sum of 
the five percent available for 
spending increases as well. 
The endowment is managed 
by an investment consultant 
whom the board of trustees 
hires to help find and review 
investment managers based on 
the school’s endowment policy. 
Still, a bad investment market 
can lead to negative earnings.
What happens in two quar-
ters may not strongly affect 
tuition costs or the budget be-
cause the school financial policy 
is focused on long-term growth 





“We weren’t planning on 
staying very long – maybe an 
hour,” said freshman Luke Dor-
non, describing his attitude to-
ward hiking in Ecuador’s Cajas 
National Park. 
“But I had decided that I 
wasn’t going to go to a national 
park and not actually climb a 
mountain,” he said.
As it turned out, returning 
from the mountain presented 
more of a challenge. 
Dornon, a member of the 
Taylor Ringers bell choir, was 
lost in the Cajas park for nearly 
29 hours during the Ringer’s 
spring break concert / missions 
trip to Ecuador.
The team, led by Professor 
of Music Richard Parker, per-
formed in Cuenca.
Then, on Sunday, March 23, 
the group took an afternoon 
hike around one of the park’s 
many lakes. 
Dornon fell behind early in 
the hike after trekking alone up 
one of the smaller mountains.
After about 20 minutes, he 
returned to the road, some ways 
behind the rest of the group. 
“I was doing all right, until 
I came to a thick patch of trees 
(and) lost the trail,” Dornon 
said, adding he immediately re-
traced his steps. 
But the path he foundwas 
not the same one the group was 
hiking. 
The park is named “Cajas” 
(meaning “boxes” in Span-
ish) for a reason: It consists of 
squares of valleys and lakes, 
and can be confusing to navi-
gate, even for someone familiar 
with the area. 
The rocky terrain and few 
trees offer few landmarks.
“I was going faster and faster, 
thinking that (the group was) 
going to be mad at me because 
I was late, and they told me not 
to go up the mountain by my-
self,” said Dornon, who tried 
numerous trails, only to reach a 
distant corner of the park.
Meanwhile, the rest of the 
group searched for Dornon 
with the help of local firefight-
ers, church members, park 
rangers and later the American 
Embassy and military.
“At one point ... someone 
came through and told us there 
were over a hundred people 
looking for Luke,” fellow Ringer 
and sophomore Daniel Vinson 
said.
The search was called off at 
midnight, and the team spent 
Sunday night confined to their 
host’s home and the next day in 
a local church.
“We couldn’t do anything ... 
it was really frustrating,” junior 
Julia Hess said. 
“They told us that someone 
gets lost in the Cahas once every 
couple of years, but they didn’t 
tell us what the recovery rate 
was.”
Temperatures dropped dur-
ing the night and rain turned to 
sleet early Monday morning. 
“They tell you that as long as 
you feel cold, you’re all right,” 
Dornon said.
He was wearing only a T-shirt 
and shorts.
“So I knew I was all right, be-
cause I was really, really cold,” 




See Ecuador, Page 2.
Senior Drew Smith illustrates cultural differences in his stand-up comedy routine 
during the Youth Conference benefit show Tuesday night.
Photo by Timmy Huynh
Photo by Matt Reichart 
Freshman Luke Dornon (right) performs with sophomore 
Ben England (left) during the spring break trip to Ecuador.
By hannah Beers
Staff Writer
YC features Taylor ‘rejects’
Photo by Timmy Huynh
Endowment fund explained: 
TU could suffer from recession
Life & Times:
Opinions:
Did you say hello to freshman 
Kirstin Cornfield yesterday?
Unless she wrote it down, she 
may not remember.
Cornfield recently suffered 
an accident that resulted in the 
loss of her short-term memory.
The incident occurred on 
Cornfield’s birthday, March 7, 
while she was walking outside 
with a group of friends after 
celebrating.  
As she was walking, some-
one hit her and knocked her off 
guard. 
She tripped, and her head 
landed directly on the ice cov-
ering the sidewalk. 
She was rushed to the emer-
gency room at Blackford Com-
munity Hospital at 1 a.m., 
where she was in a great deal of 
pain for two days. 
Her memories from the 
event are hazy and mostly col-
lected from others who told her 
the story. 
“I remember everything that 
happened until I fell,” she said. 
“I remember exactly what we 
did for my birthday, where we 
went and who I was with.”
What took place after the 
accident is a blur to Cornfield. 
People have told her “over and 
over again what happened,” she 
said.
“The hardest part was real-
izing that I lost my short-term 
memory and not knowing if 
they’d be able to fix it or not,” 
she said. 
“It was scary for me to deal 
with the fact that it could affect 
the rest of my life if they weren’t 
able to give me the rehabilita-
tion I needed.”
Cornfield was back on cam-
pus on Sunday after her short 
stay in the hospital, but she be-
gan to feel dizzy and nauseous 
as the week went on. 
She initially lost some vision 
in her left eye and because she 
could not remember in detail 
what happened after the ac-
cident, Cornfield was brought 
in to the hospital again to visit 
specialists. 
The doctors were unable to 
diagnose her situation and sent 
her home to rest two weeks be-
fore spring break. 
“My friends were pretty wor-
ried that night. I’ve had like 30 
mums for a week in Olson. My 
wing was awesome throughout 
the whole thing,” Cornfield said. 
“It’s just really frustrating, but 
at the same time I find it kind of 
funny. I don’t like the fact that 
I can’t remember anything, but 
… this must have happened for 
a reason.” 
The women of Third West 
Olson constantly offered to 
help her remember things and 
demonstrated their concern by 
supporting her in every way 
possible. 
Cornfield’s parents were able 
to see the good in the situation; 
they were thankful that she was 
still functioning normally with 
her long-term memory. 
And Cornfield’s professors 
have also been incredibly un-
derstanding and patient, offer-
ing to help her learn and do well 
in classes despite her short-
term memory loss, she said. 
“It’s been an interesting 
freshman spring semester,” 
Cornfield said. 
“It shows what a great place 
Taylor is. I had all the girls on 
the floor willing to help me and 
take me to wherever I needed 
to go. I’ve had so many people 
pitch in and help with the situ-
ation.” 
Doctors told Cornfield to 
continuously practice using her 
short-term memory.
She is now able to recall 
things vaguely, and she carries 
a notepad to write down things 
she wants to know and remem-
ber.
“I can remember that I was 
hanging out with people last 
night, but I can’t remember 
what we did, where we were, 
what we talked about or who I 
was with,” she said. 
“Every single time I hang 
out with someone or want to 
remember someone, I write it 
down.”
She speaks of the entire inci-
dent as a “freak accident,” and 
does not have any negative feel-
ings toward everything that has 
happened. 
“It’s an interesting story to 
tell someone someday,” she 
said. 
“I’m already beginning to 
laugh about it now, so that’s a 
good thing. By the end of sum-
mer all the doctors are tell-
ing me that they hope that my 
memory will be back to full 
capacity and that I’ll be able to 
function fine.”
The rest of the group con-
tinued to pray and hope for the 
best. 
“The idea that he wouldn’t be 
found was verbalized, but not 
very often because usually who-
ever said it got ‘Don’t say that!’ 
There were some very deter-
mined optimists in the group ... 
The word ‘surreal’ came up a lot 
because it was just so strange,” 
Hess said. “We all expected him 
to just walk in the door ... But 
I was pretty much convinced, 
to be honest, that it wasn’t go-
ing to be good, whatever hap-
pened.” 
Late Monday evening, Dor-
non finally glimpsed the main 
path, but the best route was still 
unclear. 
“(The road) was always across 
a lake or something, and I could 
never seem to get to it,” Dornon 
said. “I didn’t want to stop ... so 
I wandered in the dark for a few 
hours and stumbled upon it.”
From the road, Dornon was 
able to see the lights of a park 
checkpoint, and he called for 
assistance from there. 
The call couldn’t have come 
sooner for the Ringers waiting 
in the church. Upon his return, 
Dornon was met with “a lot of 
screaming,” according to Hess, 
and a range of emotions from 
the team. 
“Some of the people were just 
really happy, some were really 
angry, which was what I was 
expecting,” Dornon said. “They 
told me that the odds of survival 
up there are not that good.”
Despite all the excitement, 
the Taylor Ringers were able 
to continue the remainder of 
the tour (with the exception of 
Monday’s shows) as planned.
“We did miss two shows, and 
we were all kind of upset that 
we couldn’t give a concert for 
the Quito people,” Hess said. 
“(They) were absolutely amaz-
ing during all of this.”
Vinson said he was impressed 
by the cooperation between the 
different rescue groups. 
“Normally the different 
groups don’t work together so 
harmoniously, but for this they 
all were trusting each other. It 
was amazing to see them work-
ing together as one group,” he 
said. “I was trying to figure out 
who was louder (when Dornan 
was found): the Ecuadorians or 
us.” 
“The most obvious reac-
tion was relief to have him 
back,” Hess said. “And a little 
bit of gloating from the opti-
mists: ‘See, we told you he’d be 
back!’ ”




Freshman girl suffers from short-term memory loss
Clockwise from bottom left, junior Sarah Bollweg, Freshman Emily Biedry, juniors Emily Berg-
strom, and Sara Moran and visit freshman Kirstin Cornfield (center) in the hospital.
Photo courtesy of Emily Bergstrom
Ecuador, from Page 1
Strip away the large budgets, 
well-known faces and Holly-
wood agendas, and what’s left 
of a film is the story.
This is what the Trojan Film 
Festival is about – identifying 
and highlighting the authentic 
and compelling storytelling of 
student filmmakers.
The festival, which kicks off 
Wednesday and Thursday with 
two days of film screenings in 
Room 215 of Ayres Alumni Me-
morial Hall, culminates with 
a final ceremony at 8:30 p.m. 
Friday, April 11in the Rediger 
Chapel. The closing festivities 
include the presentation of 
awards, as well as a screening 
of the winning films.
The festival draws from a 
pool of films originating from 
both Taylor’s Upland and Fort 
Wayne campuses. 
Awards highlight the best 
films in 11 categories, such 
as Best Picture, Best Original 
Screen Play and Best Actor / 
Actress. Winners receive tro-
phies as well as cash prizes, not 
to mention a large audience to 
view their film and bragging 
rights. 
Although the eight-year-old 
festival is well out of its infancy, 
last year was a time of change 
for an event which IFC member 
senior Jasmin Snyder described 
as formerly “a night full of silly 
dorm joke videos and lip-synced 
music videos.”
 The event took a more pro-
fessional approach by adapting 
a true film festival format with 
days of screenings and ques-
tion-and-answer sessions with 
the filmmakers leading up to a 
final awards session. 
“The media communication 
department has really devel-
oped and upped the caliber of 
what we’re receiving,” said Sny-
der, who has run the event the 
past three years.  
Last year’s Best Picture 
Award went to a film featuring 
a professional actor and an im-
pressive $15,000 budget. 
One of the entrees for this 
year’s festival, “Dependence,” 
has already screened at festi-
vals such as the  “It Came from 
Lake Michigan” Film Festival, 
the National Film Festival for 
Talented Youth and received 
the Audience Choice award at 
the Harvest Moon Film Festival 
in Muncie. 
Even with success at other 
festivals, “Dependence” produc-
er senior Tamara Shaya speaks 
highly of the Trojan Film Festi-
val, calling it “just a great film 
festival, period.”
“It’s a privilege to be part of 
what has become a highly com-
petitive festival and something 
people take very seriously,” said 
Shaya, who is considering at-
tending film school after gradu-
ating this spring.
Kathy Bruner, associate pro-
fessor in the media communica-
tion department, helped revive 
the festival. 
After a trip to the Sundance 
Film Festival over January term 
with several students, Bruner 
was reminded of the importance 
of the screening process in a 
festival, something that Taylor 
had lacked until last year.
“A film festival is an educa-
tional experience that is sup-
posed to help you understand 
the passion for film people 
have and the amount of heart, 
creativity and talent that is re-
quired to put something on a 
screen,” Bruner said. “It’s key to 
hear the filmmaker’s heart and 
see the sacrifices that they have 
made to make their film hap-
pen. It enriches the film viewing 
experience so much.”
Despite having screened sev-
eral films in the festival, film-
maker Shaya still said entering 
a film nerve-racking.
“It’s something that I created 
and really want people to like, 
but it’s great to showcase some-
thing that you’ve worked so 
hard on, especially with a film 




Trojan Film Fest kicks off
The Grant County Economic 
Growth Council held the sec-
ond seminar in its new entre-
preneurship speaker series 
Wednesday at the Ivy Tech 
campus in Marion.  
The council hopes the semi-
nars will connect aspiring en-
trepreneurs – especially college 
students – in the Grant Coun-
try area with established busi-
nesses and helpful resources, 
said Kate Yoder, a 2007 Taylor 
graduate who works for the 
council.
“Our main purpose is to help 
starting entrepreneurs know 
that there are many opportuni-
ties for small business here in 
Grant Country, instead of only 
factory jobs,” Yoder said.
Providing encouragement 
and networking for young en-
trepreneurs is the council’s 
main objective, she said.   
Bruce Kidd of the Indiana 
Economic Development Cor-
poration spoke at Wednesday’s 
seminar. Kidd’s company works 
closely with the state govern-
ment to bring small businesses 
to Indiana and network with 
entrepreneurs.  
Over the course of two years, 
Kidd has awarded 55 entre-
preneurial businesses with the 
money needed to help get their 
companies up and running. 
By working directly with 
Governor Daniels, Kidd and 
his company hope to generate 
funds for beginning entrepre-
neurs and help Indiana move 
up from the middle of the 
ranking of states whose resi-
dents receive federal grant and 
research money. 
“Our goal is to find new 
products and give them a head 
start using the government’s 
money,” Kidd said. “In the 
business world, it’s all about 
networking.” 
Sometimes getting a push 
out the door is all some small 
businesses need to become 
successful, Kidd said.  
“My best advice for starting 
business owners is to do some-
thing you care about – you’ll 
always do that better,” he said. 
Sophomore Adam Hoekse-
ma, an accounting major with 
an entrepreneurship minor, at-
tended the seminar and said he 
appreciated Kidd’s advice. 
“This seminar was good in 
that it helped me recognize the 
many opportunities out there 
for small businesses and ac-
countants,” he said. 
According to Kidd, accoun-
tants are the vital link between 
the entrepreneur and the fin-
ished product.  
“In order to be successful, 
you must surround yourself 
with the experts,” he said. “If 
you are starting a small busi-
ness and don’t have a strong 
sense of finance management, 
you better find someone who 
can and have them join your 
team.” 
Wednesday’s seminar was 
the last in the series for this 
school year. The Economic 
Growth Council plans to re-
sume these events in the fall 
with new speakers.  
By Brent CLouse
Contributor
Senior Dustin McClain directs actors during shooting for his upcoming film.
Photo courtesy of Katy Andres
Grant County hosts seminar to 
encourage new entrepreneurs
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At the end of “Mistaken Iden-
tity,” which chronicles the mis-
identification of Whitney Cerak 
after the 2006 crash that killed 
five members of the Taylor com-
munity, Cerak tells how she’s 
struggled with being a survivor. 
People have come to her, she 
recalls, and told her God is go-
ing to do extraordinary things 
with her life. He has big plans 
– he must if he spared her.
As Cypher says to Neo in the 
classic film “The Matrix,” “What 
a mind job!”
As Christians, as college stu-
dents, as the relatively well-off, 
we all seem to face a similar 
dilemma to Cerak. We are told 
and indeed, even dream, that 
we will live an extraordinary 
life.
Sunday saw the death of Dith 
Pran, the journalist whose life 
inspired the Hollywood movie 
“The Killing Fields.” In 1975, 
he traveled on assignment to 
Cambodia. During the ensuing 
communist takeover, Pran be-
came trapped. He then under-
went four years of starvation 
and torture as he watched the 
ruling party, the Khmer Rouge, 
execute intellectuals and sus-
pected anti-revolutionaries. He 
managed to escape in the end 
and contributed a first-hand ac-
count that shocked the world.
As a journalist, I long to have 
as much global impact as him. 
But he certainly didn’t plan on 
witnessing a genocide first-
hand. Cerak certainly didn’t 
plan on being the I-69 crash’s 
only student survivor, misiden-
tified for five weeks.
Sometimes the extraordinary 
happens with our consent, as 
in the global ministries of the 
Rev. Billy Graham and Mother 
Teresa. But perhaps they would 
have been the first to point out 
that they were just doing their 
job, living their lives.
And sometimes the extraor-
dinary doesn’t happen. We live 
in a town, go about our job, 
get married, raise a family and 
watch the extraordinary on T.V. 
Is that sad?
My mother has spent her life 
in the medical field as an X-ray 
technician. She’s on her feet all 
day, dealing with patients and 
often stressful interactions with 
her co-workers. She lives 15 
minutes from where she grew 
up. According to our defini-
tion, she’s never approached 
extraordinary. Yet every day, 
she interacts with people who 
are often frightened or worried, 
mothers her children and helps 
with church ministries.
Is that sad?
Years ago, I heard a story 
about a missionary couple. The 
two went to the field excited, 
filled with great expectation. 
They settled in an unreached 
town, learned the language, 
prayed – but year after year, 
nothing happened. After de-
cades, the only convert they 
could claim was their ground-
skeeper. They eventually left, 
discouraged and wondering at 
the waste God had allowed.
One of their children returned 
years later, after their parents 
had died, to a town that bustled 
with Christian activity. The 
child was shocked and insisted 
on meeting the church founder. 
As you’ve probably guessed, it 
was the groundskeeper.
Whitney concludes the book 
by stating how she’s come to 
terms with the pressure to do 
something extraordinary. The 
book may be the last ‘big’ thing 
she did, she wrote, but that is 
OK with her. God requires noth-
ing more than her living her life 
in obedience.
Each of us is a witness wher-
ever we are, whatever we are 
doing. And even if it seems or-
dinary to us, we can trust loving 
others is extraordinary enough.
“Let us not become weary in 
doing good, for at the proper 
time we will reap a harvest if we 
do not give up.” Galatians 6:9.
Feeling the burden of an ordinary world
Africa
Zimbabwe- For the first time 
in 28 years, President Mugabe’s 
Zanu-PF party has lost the ma-
jority in Parliament. Meanwhile, 
the opposition is declaring its 
candidate, Morgan Tsvangirai, 
the presidential election's victor.
Rwanda- Spanish Judge Fer-
nando Andreu has accused Pres-
ident Paul Kagame of allowing 
his forces to perform mass kill-
ings of Hutus shortly after end-
ing the Tutsi genocide in 1994. 
He has issued arrest warrants 
for 40 officers. According to the 
BBC, President Kagame has re-
plied the judge can “go to hell.”
Asia
India- A Kashmir rights 
groups has demanded the In-
dian government identify up to 
1,000 bodies found in unmarked 
graves. It alleges they are the 
remains of missing arrested ci-
vilians rather than foreign mili-
tants, as India claims.
China- Protests over Chinese 
human rights’ violations in for-
mer Tibet continue in Nepal and 
India, while China claims Ti-
betan “independence forces” are 
preparing violent suicide attacks 
to force China’s hand. The Dalai 
Lama denies these accusations.
Europe
NATO- As NATO considers 
expansion, controversy is high. 
Greece has blocked Macedonia’s 
bid, complaining its name in-
dicated its claim to the Greek 
province of the same name. 
Macedonia has since hung up 
Greek flags with swastikas. And 
Ukraine faces Russian threats to 
aim missiles at it if it joins. 
Switzerland- Tough economic 
times are heavily impacting  even 
Swiss banks. The largest, UBS, 
now reports a loss of $37 billion, 
a number expected to increase.
Americas
Brazil- Almost 70 people have 
died in 2008 of dengue fever in 
the state of Rio de Janeiro, with 
another 60 deaths under inves-
tigation. More than 40,000 have 
been treated, but risks continue.
Argentina- The three-week 
farmer strike has been suspend-
ed to allow for talks with the gov-
ernment on the issue of export 
tax increases. The strike has led 
to serious vegetable, milk and 
meat shortages country-wide.
Middle East
Yemen- Youth rioting due to 
unfulfilled promises of military 
jobs have led to the deployment 
of tanks and riot police in parts of 
south Yemen. In the past week, 
more than 20,000 people dem-
onstrated, evidence of lingering 
suspicions of discrimination due 
to the  south’s loss in the 1994 
civil war.
Turkey- The constitutional 
court has decided to hear a case 
that could possibly close down 
the AK Party, which currently 
governs the country. The basic 
accusation is that the party is 
anti-secular and has an Islamist 
agenda, as shown by the allow-
ance for women to wear Islamic 
head scarfs, banned since the in-




As the skyline of Chicago 
neared, our team passed by 
neighborhood after neighbor-
hood filled with people from di-
verse racial, economic and edu-
cational backgrounds.  
Throughout the week, we had 
the opportunity to learn about 
urban issues and meet men, 
women and children from Chi-
natown, Little India and com-
munities in the North and South 
sides of Chicago.  
Social justice, poverty and ra-
cial reconciliation changed from 
interesting dinner table conver-
sation to issues of real signifi-
cance. Our experience changed 
the way that we think about the 
gospel, the city and the poor.  
Now our challenge is to imple-
ment what we learned into our 
lives as thoughtful, caring people 
seeking to know and serve Christ 
better. 
- Senior Sarah Stebbe
Sophomore Josh Gates plays Jesus as sophomore Jason Griffin, playing Satan, crucifies him, in 
Los Higos, the Dominican Republic. The newly planted church there prayed for 40 days prior to the 
outreach, and nearly the whole town showed up.
Photo courtesy of Katy Andres
Reflections from Taylor students 
who participated in the spring break 
missions program.By AudrA Gustin
World Editor
I never realized that spend-
ing time in this beautiful coun-
try of Jordan would change my 
ideas about U.S. foreign policy, 
challenge my lifestyle, give me 
a heart for missions and grow in 
me a desire to serve.
The main way we served in Jor-
dan was through visiting homes 
of different refugees in Amman, 
providing for their physical 
needs through boxes of food and 
relational needs by simply taking 
the time to hear their stories. 
I have never been so emotion-
ally involved in another culture. 
Hearing about the lives of people 
who have suffered in ways I have 
never known was a challenge to 
all of us on the team.
We talked at the beginning of 
the trip about how we weren’t 
“bringing God to Jordan,” but 
simply coming alongside the 
people already serving him there 
to bless them in any way we 
could. 
As I’ve been processing over 
the past few days everything that 
we saw, experienced and learned, 
I realize with more potency every 
day, that we were a part of some-
thing so special: We were able to 
spend 10 days in fellowship.
As I attempt to recover from jet 
lag and adjust back to the Taylor 
way of life, I often find myself 
thinking about how I can incor-
porate everything I learned in 
Jordan to my life here and now. 
Although I’m still figuring out 
what that will look like, I do 
know this: my life must be dif-
ferent. I saw the radical love of 
Jesus in Jordan, and I know that 
my life can’t stay the same.
-Senior Kate Todd
Photo courtesy of Megumi Johnston
Breaking for ministry 
Photo courtesy of Heather Tyner
I had the privilege of going down to Daytona Beach this spring 
break and handing out free hamburgers, hot dogs and beverages to 
anyone who would take them.  
Our main goal was to share the true love of Christ through service 
and talking with people. Some talks went well, others went sour, but 
we always knew we were glorifying God by doing his will and follow-
ing where his Spirit led us.  
I also had the privilege of meeting three young men who have 
changed my life forever. 
One evening at an outside mall I sat down on an empty bench right 
next to another bench that had three high school students sitting 
there. I soon found myself in a conversation with these guys, and 
ever since then the discussion has not stopped.  
Kevin, Zach and Brian are three young men who are all different, 
yet they’re good friends. All three of them are now asking questions 
about God and eternal life. None of them accepted Jesus as their per-
sonal Lord and Savior, but that does not mean they have no hope.  
I know the Lord has planted a seed in each of them and that he will 
continue to make it grow. 
-Senior Jim Baker
Photo courtesy of  Julie Johnson
Junior Kathy St. Cyr, senior Junice Czarnecki and juniors Aman-
da Case and Amy Hickey teach Jordanian girls “Allelu, allelu, 
allelu, allelujah; Praise ye the Lord!”
Miami trip participants on a roof they tar-papered and reshingled 
using only hammers, no nail guns. Back row: trip sponsor An-
drea DiSanto, senior Phil Smyrl, senior Joel Wyse, junior Jus-
tin Van Wyk. Front row: sophomore Stephen Rupsis, freshman 
Lexie Leudtke, senior Dan Drazba, sophomore Benita Lee.
Chicago team girls show their excitement for their city. Front row: Senior Sarah Stebbe, Olson Hall 
Director Deanna Ingerham. Back Row: Junior Jessica Brooks, freshman Alix Bohler, sophomore 
Amy Clark, freshman Abby Diehl, senior Catherine Tran, freshman Sarah Albinson, sophomore 
Sarah Vogel, junior Allison Henderson, sophomore Sarah Scott, sophomore Julie Johnson.
Creative Dining Services employee De-
nise Morris has spent nearly four months in 
the home Taylor students and Youth Confer-
ence participants helped build her in 2007.
Morris calls her master bedroom her “oa-
sis” from the hectic life of raising three boys, 
and she sometimes dreads the first home re-
pair she'll eventually make.
 But one fact is certain: Morris loves own-
ing her own home for the first time.
The best part of having a home is the secu-
rity it brings to her family, she said. 
“I know it’s mine,” she said. 
Morris has strong ties with the community. 
Born in Rushville and a graduate of East-
brook High School, Morris has worked at 
Taylor’s dining commons for a year and one 
half. She has 
three children – Joel, 
Luke and Zack – and had lived in 
Upland, but never in a house of her own.
Last spring, Morris went to Affordable 
Housing Corporation of Marion looking 
for housing opportunities. Roger Rayburn 
– who works for the housing corporation 
and whose wife, Mary, is Taylor’s director 
of student ministries – connected Morris 
with Taylor’s Carpenter’s Hands ministry. 
Carpenter’s Hands is an outreach designed 
to show Christ’s love by meeting housing 
needs.
Seniors Ryan Anderson and Kyle Holloway, 
last year’s Carpenter’s Hands co-directors, 
dreamed up the idea to have Taylor students 
build a house in the Upland community. 
Morris heard of the opportunity to have a 
house in Upland and didn’t care where it 
was; she said she would take it. 
“It was kind of like the ducks just lined up 
in row,” she said.
Work began on Morris’ house in October, 
with the intent to have the family moved in 
before the 
holidays. More 
than 150 Taylor students and 
faculty raised walls and installed frames, 
which high schoolers had constructed at 
Taylor’s Youth Conference in April. 
Junior Jenny Peterson, who currently co-
directs Carpenter’s Hands with senior An-
drew Smith, said the Taylor community had 
left its mark on the house’s frame.
“There were verses everywhere from all the 
students … over ever door post and every door 
frame, in every section of the house,” she said. 
One of the most avid participators in the 
project was Morris’ 14-year-old son, Zack. 
Whenever workers were on the site, Zack was 
there. The construction process excited him, 
as he has aspirations to one day build homes. 
The project gave him good experience as he 
learned how to raise walls, hang drywall and 
construct the roof.
Carpenter’s Hands dedicated the house on 
Dec. 7 and Morris and her three boys spent 
their first night in their new house on Dec. 
15. 
One of the 
best parts of the 
process for Morris was the rela-
tionships she developed with the students. 
“It’s been cool for me because with feeding 
the Taylor students every day, I’ve not really 
been able to interact with them on a differ-
ent level,” she said. “Now it’s great – they all 
know who I am.”
Support for the project came not only from 
the Taylor students and faculty, but also 
from university offices. University Relations 
helped raise money to purchase furniture for 
the house. 
Looking back on the whole process, Morris 
says she has seen God’s hand every step of 
the way. 
“I faithfully waited,” she said. “God saw it 
in the plan, but it wasn’t in the plan until it 
was His timing.”




 It’s the question everyone has had.
How could you not know?
“Mistaken Identity” begins at the initial discovery, splashed across news-
papers worldwide, with the late-night call to Colleen Cerak.
“We have reason to believe your daughter is alive.”
But that’s not the entirety of the story. The book released March 25 by 
Howard Books tells the progression of two families from sorrow to joy to sor-
row mixed with joy.
Bittersweet.
An oxymoron at first glance, it permeates every page. Witnessing the late-
night calls, and sobs. Following each step of the faithful devotion to “Laura’s 
recovery.” All with the knowledge of the real truth.
Authors Don and Susie Van Ryn, whose daughter Laura died in the crash 
on April 26, 2006, and Newell, Colleen and Taylor junior Whitney Cerak tell 
how the Van Ryns’ story coils around the Ceraks’ story. Challenge echoes 
challenge, the utter devastating prospect of returning to ‘normal’ life con-
trasting with the quiet long-suffering of watching over the slow recovery of 
the blonde in the hospital bed. Never far is the fate of the other victims of the 
I-69 crash, nor the provision of God, in the lavish outpouring of his body or 
the steadiness of his quiet presence.
Along the way, it reveals the scattered clues the Van Ryns didn’t realize 
they were supposed to be gathering, each explained away by the accident and 
its damage. Then, finally, the terrible, wonderful news: it is Whitney Cerak 
who survived, not Laura Van Ryn.
The two families face each other, meet each others’ eyes, speak – and the 
other can say, with complete sincerity, “I know.”
Bittersweet.
Through journal entries, blogs, reconstructed conversations, letter ex-
cerpts and slices of their hearts, the Van Ryns and Ceraks have privileged the 
outside world with this glimpse into the intensely private emotions, thoughts 
and revelations that shook their lives during the days, weeks and months 
subsequent to April 26, 2006.
Beyond the identity revelation of May 31, Whitney still faced months of 
recovery with deep changes to face as a result of her injuries. Her reflections 
close the book, with family-authored memorials to then-senior Brad Larson, 
Creative Dining Services employee Monica Felver and then-junior Laurel Erb 
gracing the final pages. (The Smith family did not contribute a memorial for 
then-senior Betsy Smith.)
Two-year silence broken: 
families speak out
“Oh God – hear me. Please don’t take Laura from me, 
Lord…Could my heart deceive me? Could I not know my 
own daughter? Oh God, help me. You are all I have.”
- Excerpt from Susie Van Ryn’s journal, the day before Laura 









1: Finally fi nished! After 
months of waiting, Morris 
is able to move into her 
much anticipated home.
2: Nick Biggs and Mor-
ris' son, Luke, spend time 
together in the garage. This 
is a typical hang-out place 
for Luke and his friends.
3: Morris and her son, Joel, 
relax in their living room. 
Not often at home together, 
they spend some quality 
time together with their 
dog, Annie.
4. Family friend and Taylor 
alumnus Matt Murray and 
Joel watch a basketball 
game Sunday in Joel’s 
room. Joel has been fol-
lowing the March Madness 
games closely. He has a 
large bracket hanging up 
in his room that he fi lls out 
as the tournament pro-
gresses. 





The upcoming Final Four of the NCAA basketball tournament holds the 
most important games of the Division I basketball season, and even the of-
ficials, including Hartford City’s J.D. Collins, must perform at their best. 
Collins, husband of Lighthouse Director Jenny Collins, is officiating one of 
Saturday’s Final Four games. 
Collins, 45, officiates for seven NCAA conferences, including the Big 10, the 
Atlantic Coast Conference and the Big East, and he has worked hard to be at 
the top of his game, a feat recognized by his selection to officiate at Division I 
basketball’s toughest contest. 
Collins was an alternate for the 2004 Final Four, but this is his first selec-
tion to officiate one of the big games. 
To be selected to work one of the Final Four games, Collins had to make a 
list compiled by Hank Nichols, national coordinator of men’s basketball of-
ficials. Nichols then gave the list to the committee that selected the teams for 
the tournament, and the committee chose officials for the tournament on a 
week-by-week basis, evaluating each official’s performance after each game 
and selecting the best to move on.  
Collins officiated 11th-seeded Kansas State’s first-round victory over sixth-
seeded University of Southern California, and then he earned the chance to 
officiate second-seeded Texas’ victory over third-seeded Stanford in the Sweet 
Sixteen in front of a crowd of 45,000. Then the committee selected him to of-
ficiate in the Final Four, although he will not know which game he is working 
until Saturday morning.
Collins said the chance to officiate such an important game humbled him.
“There are so many guys out there qualified to do it,” he said. “It’s humbling 
that my superiors picked me for it.”
Since emotions run high for such important games, Collins knows one ques-
tionable call could result in many unhappy fans.
“The stigma is that we’re all crooked,” he said, “but the fact is, we don’t even 
care who wins.”
And he’s not lying about his lack of basketball loyalties. Collins doesn’t even 
watch basketball unless it’s one of the 40 games he has recorded to critique 
his own work.
A walk down the main hallway of Collins’ house reveals walls lined with 
photographs of top NCAA coaches giving Collins an earful. The likes of Hall of 
Famer and former Purdue University coach Gene Keady and Michigan State 
University coach Tom Izzo all appear to be losing their minds. Former Wich-
ita State head coach Mark Turgeon has veins protruding from his neck as he 
stands just inches from Collins’ nose and voices his opinion. All the while, 
Collins remains the calmest one in the arena.
Taking the verbal rants is all part of the job, Collins said. 
“It’s what we’re paid to do: to be the calm in the middle of the storm,” he 
said. 
He also acknowledged the framed pictures are a reflection of his journey. 
“The first time a coach did that to me, I probably melted at the knees,” he 
said.
That journey began in Bluffton, Ind., where Collins grew up on a dairy farm 
as the youngest of four boys. Life on the farm taught Collins about hard work, 
discipline and Christian principles.
Collins left the farm and became the first of his brothers to graduate from 
college. During his college years at Tri-State University in Angola, Ind., Col-
lins discovered his interest in officiating while working intramural games. 
For the next four years, he worked at area high school games before transi-
tioning to small college games. 
In the beginning, Collins worked college games in Indiana, Ohio and Michi-
gan five nights a week. 
“I was driving seven hours for a $100 dollar check just for the experience,” 
he said.
It’s difficult to support a family with that small of a paycheck, so Collins 
simultaneously worked in the drafting department of Hartford Concrete, be-
coming president and chief executive officer of the company by 1997. 
But after nine years there, he and his wife decided running a company while 
officiating was too hard, so Collins sold the company in 2006 to officiate bas-
ketball games full time. 
“I get to travel all over the country doing something I love, and they pay me 
for it,” he said. “You can’t ask for more than that.”
Still, all that traveling wears on a family. 
“Let’s just say I’m glad he only does one sport,” Jenny Collins said, adding 
she looks forward at the end of the season to sharing ample vacation time 
with her husband during the summer months. 
During the season, she can regularly catch her husband on primetime TV 
working a game. Collins said his wife gets more excited about the big games 
than he does, but he enjoys the spotlight for the platform it provides to speak 
to groups and organizations. 
“If I was a high school or small college official and doing well, no one would 
want to hear what I have to say,” he said, “but because I’m on television every 
night, there’s a visibility that gives me a platform to speak about the impor-
tant things in life.”
His achievements have made him a prime candidate as a mentor. The few 
nights he does spend at home are often interrupted by phone calls from up-
and-coming officials or colleagues seeking advice. 
The traveling and phone calls can be difficult on a marriage, Jenny Collins 
said, but she is proud her husband is accomplishing his goals. 
“His phone is ringing off the hook,” she said. “That wouldn’t happen if they 
didn’t think he was doing a good job. I’d rather have it ringing than people 
not respecting him.”
The fanatics that leave the stadium feeling cheated by officials might find 
comfort in knowing that Collins doesn’t have a favorite team, and neither 
does his wife. 
“When he started this job, we had to become neutral,” she said.
Collins doesn’t even have a favorite football team because he would then be 
considered “a person with favorites.” 
After all, Collins is only in basketball to do it right.
“They might disagree with us, but if they trust and respect what I do, that’s 
all that matters to me,” he said.
And he has the same goals for view Saturday’s game.
“There is more pressure associated with the Final Four itself, but from my 
perspective on the floor the game is the same as most games I’ve worked. 
There are just more people watching,” he said.




NCAA offi cial J.D. Collins ejects Coach Greg Marshall of Witchita 
State from a game.
Remember! Submit your best spring break road trip pic-
tures to be featured next week right here on Life & Times!
E-mail your picture and a short description to
echo.tayloru@gmail.com by Tues., April 8.
Photo illustration by Josh Kennedy
Photo courtesy of J.D. Collins
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According to Wikipedia, rice 
pilaf is a dish in which rice is 
browned in oil and then cooked 
in a seasoned broth. But what 
do they know?
To Taylor students, Rice Pilaf 
is a student-run improv comedy 
group that performs occasion-
ally around campus through-
out the year. The troupe’s latest 
performance, which it titled “A 
Muppet Rice Pilaf,” took place 
Wednesday in the Recital Hall.
First of all, mad props to the 
performers for delivering a show 
that had absolutely nothing to 
do with Muppets – save for one 
decent Kermit the Frog imper-
sonation by senior Phil Burnier. 
The show’s seemingly random 
and arbitrary title set the tone 
for an equally random night of 
improv comedy games, hosted 
by senior Rice Pilaf member 
Dustin McLean.
Each Rice Pilaf show pits two 
teams of five or six performers 
against each other in a battle of 
wits and occasional references 
to bowel movements. The two 
teams take turns playing games 
for the audience, and based on 
how many laughs each team 
gets during the evening, the au-
dience picks the winning team at 
the end via applause-o-meter. 
This is just one of many ways 
the comedy team gets the audi-
ence involved. Many games start 
out with an “ask-for,” where au-
dience members yell out sug-
gestions of themes or actions to 
be performed.
For instance, the first game of 
the evening had all 11 perform-
ers standing in a line. The audi-
ence then made suggestions for 
the performers to act out failed 
versions of various things. 
McLean would then choose 
one of these suggestions to be 
used in the show, and the per-
formers would take turns step-
ping forward and demonstrating 
everything from failed barbers 
to failed parental advice.
Other games included an im-
provised sketch in which one 
performer acts as a tour guide 
and three others act as freeze-
frame slides depicting everyday 
activities in the most ridiculous 
mental hospital imaginable. 
(The setting of this sketch was 
also an “ask-for.”)
Another game had two per-
formers alternating lines based 
on the premise of Paul the 
Apostle slaying 400 Philistines 
(“another ask-for”), with the 
added twist of starting each line 
with the next letter of the alpha-
bet, starting with “H.”
In addition to Wednesday’s 
show, I also had the pleasure 
of attending Rice Pilaf’s per-
formance at the end of the fall 
semester. This week’s perfor-
mance was noticeably less cav-
alier and racy than the other, 
possibly because this one took 
place on a stage, while the other 
was set in a secluded, poorly lit 
basement (the Stuart Room). I 
also counted two “adults” in this 
week’s audience, whereas the 
other show had none.
But as far as I’m concerned, 
this simply means Rice Pilaf is 
fully capable of getting laughs 
from its audience, whatever 
the subject matter. I person-
ally laughed hysterically during 
both performances, and a little 
envelope pushing – within rea-
son – can be a good thing, as 
long as it’s all in good fun and 
nobody gets hurt. 
That being said, I did take 
mild offense to senior Kevin 
Little’s lackluster Sean Connery 
impersonation. But he won me 
back when he dropped his pants 
in the middle of his next sketch. 
And yes, he was wearing shorts 
underneath. Get your minds out 
of the gutter, people.
And watch for details on Rice 
Pilaf’s “World Tour,” as the 
troupe performs in every dorm 
on campus at the end of the 
year. It’s free, and you don’t 
even have to go outside.
By Josh Porter      
A&E Editor
The Scrappies: The Reject Show awards
Juniors Nick Estelle and Caleb McGill-Cossick perform an im-
prov skit as part of the Rice Pilaf performance.
Photo by Andy Marston
The first annual Youth Conference Reject Show showcased 15 performances and raised more than $900 to sponsor high schoolers at this year’s Youth Conference, a three-day event which 
kicks off April 18.
Carrie Bragg          
Music Editor
There was tapping, clapping, snapping, rapping, (and rhyming). There was humming, beat-boxing and 
harmony.  There were uh-uh’s, and yeah-yeah’s and oooh’s. There was soul, and there was smiling. This 
performance had it all.
Most Fun Performance: “Random” Brad Wood, a senior, and his original 
rap, “Advanced Stats.” 
We were all up on our feet as “R.B.” spoke to us with comical words about his life and his struggles 
with mathematics and wooed us with his break dancing abilities. “I was nervous, but I was really glad I 
was able to get gospel into my rap,” Wood said. “I just want to let others know that if they put effort into 
something, they can do it.”
Most Shocking Performance:  Senior Noah Epple and junior Joel Don-
nell in “I Will Follow You Into the Dark” by Death Cab for Cutie. 
The Head-Spinning Award: Senior Bret Burchard and his mad b-ball skills.
The performance looked and sounded relatively normal at first, but then a hand appeared and adjusted 
the chords of the guitar, which was already being played with two hands, which we all believed to be at-
tached to the face that was singing into the microphone, which seemed to be attached to the legs that were 
sitting on the couch … Wait – what? In the end, it had been Donnell who had been singing, as perceived, 
but Epple who had been serving as Joel’s hand in playing the guitar. He was inside the couch? Shocking.
‘B3’ performed tricks for the audience by balancing, spinning, dribbling and juggling up to 3 basketballs 
at once. His performance included the participation of three volunteers, one of which got a spot in the 
limelight and a free sucker. Everyone loves a good sport.
The All-In-One Award:  Phase 2: Men of Standard, an a cappella group of 
three featuring senior Anthony Lee and sophomores K-Sam Perkins, Pagel Wil-
liams. 
Rice Pilaf: delicious comedy with a hilarious aftertaste
Photo by Timmy Huynh
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Opinions
The Echo aims to represent the views of diverse voices on 
Taylor University’s campus fairly and without bias and to be 
a vehicle of accurate and pertinent information to the student 
body, faculty and staff. The Echo also aims to be a forum that 
fosters healthy discussion about relevant issues, acting as a 
catalyst for change on our campus.
Student journalists have published The Echo weekly since 
1915, except for January term, exam week and school holi-
days. The Echo is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press 
and the Indiana Collegiate Press Association.  
The Echo is printed by The Palladium-Item in Richmond, Ind. 
Echo offices are in the Rupp Communication Arts Building.
Please address all letters, questions or comments to:
The Echo
236 W. Reade Ave.
Upland, IN  46989-1001
(765) 998-5359
echo@taylor.edu




































Sen. Barack Obama speaks at a campaign event in Birmingham, Alabama.                                  
It's not about earning
I supported Obama
EDITORIAL
An ambush of advertising
The other day I was on the 
Internet watching videos of ani-
mals in people clothes when an 
instant message appeared on my 
screen. 
“Strange,” I thought. “I don’t 
have any friends.” 
The screen name, Mike-el-an-
gelo19, was foreign to me. “Check 
this out,” he said, “www.navy.
com gives you all the facts.” 
I clicked the text box so I could 
express my gratitude, and it took 
me to the Navy Web site! It was 
all a hoax: Mike-el-angelo19 did 
not exist and did not want to be 
my friend. He was an advertise-
ment.
An hour later, I was on Face-
book, looking for people who 
might be good candidates for 
my friendship. An ad featuring 
two scantily clad women popped 
up on the side of the screen, say-
ing, “Chat and connect with hot 
Christian girls like these in your 
area!” 
But I wasn’t fooled this time, 
for these girls were about as 
Christian as Paris Hilton is tal-
ented. Besides, they didn’t seem 
like the e-mingling type.
I can’t help but wonder if 
boundaries exist in advertising. 
Is there anything that people 
won’t do to sell a product? Sure-
ly a company wouldn’t go as far 
as disgracing the dead for the 
sake of money. Right?
Wrong. I present to you the 
Jimi Hendrix Liquid Experience, 
the energy drink that provides 
enough vigor and hydration to 
spit repeatedly on Hendrix’s 
grave. 
The drink’s Web site encour-
ages consumers to “Go Ahead … 
Taste Life,” despite the fact that 
the man on the can has been 
dead for nearly 40 years. I was 
genuinely bummed to see such 
careless defamation of an icon. 
I became even more bummed 
when I discovered that a com-
pany called CMG Worldwide 
specializes in the buying and 
branding of dead celebrities. 
This is the terrorist organiza-
tion behind the Chevrolet ads 
starring Martin Luther King Jr., 
Dale Earnhardt, the Vietnam 
War and Rosa Parks, with the 
unabashedly presumptuous slo-
gan “Our Country. Our Truck.” 
And I became bummed be-
yond my previous level of 
bummed-ness – which was very 
high – when I realized I could 
do nothing to fight this shame-
less marketing other than refuse 
to buy the products. I felt so in-
significant – like an ant with no 
immediate family floating on an 
iceberg in the Arctic Ocean. 
Then came hope, like a beam 
of light through the ozone, giv-
ing this little ant some optimism 
that his iceberg might appear in 
an Al Gore documentary. 
The hope is commercialalert.
org, a nonprofit organization 
whose Web site says it’s fighting 
“to keep the commercial culture 
within its proper sphere.” 
It’s headed by Ralph Nader, 
who, believe it or not, has start-
ed numerous nonprofit organi-
zations. The site allows people 
to send out letters to multiple 
companies at once objecting to 
inappropriate advertisements, 
among other things.
My skepticism reaches nearly 
every corner of my existence, 
but for whatever reason, I feel 
good about this organization. 
With the billions of dollars 
spent annually to deceive us into 
buying products, it is encour-
aging to know good folks are 
looking out for us. I know that 
big corporations have us all in 
a chokehold, but hey, I’ll take a 
breath of fresh air when I can.
By Steve etheridge
Columnist
Sometimes the best movies 
get it wrong. The music swells, 
the story reaches a dramatic 
climax and a leading charac-
ter provides a dying utterance 
that we are meant to take for a 
truth to live by. 
“Earn this” – Capt. Miller’s 
urgent last command to Pvt. 
Ryan – might appropriately 
remind us how seriously to 
take someone sacrificing his 
life for us, but there is a more 
effective life truth for grace-
saved sinners to live by.
I saw “Saving Private Ryan,” 
too, and I was also brought to 
tears more than once during 
the movie. But when I heard 
those words, “Earn this,” my 
reaction was different: 
“No! Don’t say that! Don’t 
lay that unbearable burden on 
him!”
That’s why I feel compelled 
to write this response to Amy 
Watkins’ opinion piece in The 
Echo’s March 14 issue. I un-
derstand and sympathize with 
her viewpoint because I used 
to share it. 
When I was a student at 
Wheaton years ago, I took to 
heart the words of the Rev. 
Stuart Briscoe, who was a spe-
cial chapel speaker. He held 
up gratitude and duty as major 
motivations by which to live 
the Christian life.
And through the years I kept 
wondering why those motiva-
tions didn’t seem to be effec-
tive for me – until I read John 
Piper’s book “Future Grace,” 
where he warns of the danger 
of the “debtor’s ethic.” 
The debtor’s ethic is the in-
clination to try to pay back 
someone for something good 
he or she did for you. Exam-
ple: When someone has you 
over for dinner, your natural 
inclination is to feel obligated 
to return the favor. 
But when someone offers 
you a true gift out of goodness 
of heart, what message would 
it send if you pulled out your 
checkbook? 
The proper response is to ac-
cept it in the spirit in which it 
was given and enjoy the gift. 
God’s grace can’t be paid 
back or earned. He simply de-
sires for us to receive it with 
gratitude and use it as he in-
tended. 
Gratitude properly looks 
backward in worship, honor-
ing the giver for supplying our 
need. Looking forward, we 
should recognize that we can’t 
live our lives without more 
grace (see Galatians) and real-
ize that he promises to supply 
that grace to live by now and 
into the future. 
Our experiences of past 
graces from God (proving his 
trustworthiness) have a role in 
bolstering our trust in him for 
the grace we will need today 
and tomorrow. 
Hence Piper’s title, “The Pu-
rifying Power of Living by Faith 
in Future Grace.” I commend 
this book to anyone who wants 
to explore this idea further, or 
John Piper’s other books, es-
pecially “Desiring God” or its 
abridged version, “The Dan-
gerous Duty of Delight.”
I can’t help but wonder how 
Ryan’s wife or son or grand-
daughter would react if they 
knew that all his attempts to 
be a “good man” were mainly 
motivated by a desire to earn, 
in his single lifetime, all the 
lives sacrificed for him. 
They might have wondered, 
“Did he really love me for who 
I am, or was he always looking 
over his shoulder?” 
I wish Capt. Miller had said 
instead, “Enjoy life. This is a 
gift you can’t repay, so don’t 
try.” That would have been a 
lot more freeing.
- Raymie Porter, Taylor 
parent
A year ago, I wrote a column 
in The Echo talking about a new 
presidential candidate: U.S. Sen. 
Barack Obama. At that time, I 
was impressed by his soaring 
rhetoric and magnetic charisma, 
but I wasn’t sure whether he 
could truly break out of the pan-
dering, divisive model most can-
didates eventually adopt.
As the months went by, I be-
came convinced Obama really 
did represent “a new kind of poli-
tics.” I was willing to overlook 
some of his issue positions be-
cause I believed he could bring 
hope and unity back to American 
government. 
Now, as Obama inches closer 
to the Democratic nomination, I 
have found myself increasingly 
disappointed with the direction 
his campaign has taken. 
My disappointment has noth-
ing to do with Obama’s lack of pa-
triotism (a lie that’s been spread-
ing) or his secret allegiance to 
Islam (an even bigger lie). My 
issues with Obama are based on 
exactly that – issues. 
NAFTA: Obama has gener-
ally supported free trade, as long 
as it comes with labor and envi-
ronmental protections. But when 
the campaign moved into Ohio, a 
state where many citizens would 
like to see the North American 
Free Trade Agreement repealed, 
Obama’s language shifted. 
In a televised debate, he said 
he would “renegotiate” NAFTA 
with Mexico and Canada and use 
“the hammer of a potential opt-
out” to achieve greater leverage. 
The stronger rhetoric didn’t win 
him Ohio, but it did give me the 
feeling he was pandering to his 
audience.
Universal health care: 
While Obama has been fighting 
with Democratic opponent Sen. 
Hillary Clinton over the mean-
ing of the word “universal,” it has 
become clear to me that his plan 
is just not feasible. One analyst at 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology estimates the plan would 
cost taxpayers $102 billion a year, 
according to a New York Times 
editorial by Paul Krugman.
Obama plans to make up for 
this by getting rid of the Bush tax 
cuts for those making $200,000 
or more each year. But this 
doesn’t seem like a plan that 
would be sufficient for more than 
a few years.
Obama also says if the U.S. 
were not spending $12 billion 
each month in Iraq, the budget 
would have plenty of money for 
his health care plan. But this is 
flawed reasoning because Iraq 
funding has been largely exclud-
ed from the official budget to keep 
the “deficit” from ballooning. We 
can’t afford universal health care 
without raising taxes, but Obama 
is either ignorant or unwilling to 
give people bad news.
Bipartisanship: I’ve heard it 
a million times: Obama will get 
rid of the old divisive politics and 
usher in a new era of bipartisan 
cooperation. Unfortunately, he 
has a record which speaks for 
him, and it doesn’t match up 
with his rhetoric. 
Obama is one of the Senate’s 
most liberal members, often 
joining with a small group of his 
Democratic colleagues against a 
bipartisan majority. 
When given the chance to reach 
out to the other side, as do the 
McCain-led “Gang of 14” Demo-
cratic and Republican senators, 
Obama chose ideological purity 
over pragmatism. He has some 
explaining to do.
There are a number of other 
issues I could discuss, but space 
is limited. I will simply say I 
wish I could continue support-
ing Obama. He has abilities that 
are rare in politics, and he can 
inspire millions of Americans 
– particularly those in my own 
generation.
But after watching him in doz-
ens of debates and speeches, I 
have come to the conclusion that 
Obama’s policy platform has se-
rious problems. 
Members of the media have 
praised him for telling “inconve-
nient truths,” but the only incon-
venient truth I see is that Obama 
has to be more upfront with the 
American people.  
While I don’t believe that Clin-
ton or Republican Sen. John Mc-
Cain are better candidates, I am 
disappointed a man I respect has 
not lived up to his potential.
By Amy WAtkinS
opinions Editor
We all know the story by now: 
On April 26, 2006, a semitrailer 
hit a Taylor van on I-69, kill-
ing four students and one staff 
member. 
Taylor held prayer vigils and 
memorial services. Two of the 
victims were mistaken for one 
another. Media attention fo-
cused on Taylor as never before. 
Our university changed forever.
No one can deny the events 
of that night were some of the 
most influential in Taylor’s long 
history, but how exactly have 
they influenced us?  
If you were close with one or 
more of the victims, the pain of 
losing a friend, 
sister, student 
or son has left 
wounds that 
are still heal-
ing and may 
never leave 
completely. 
But for those 
of us who 
never had the 
chance to get 
to know these 
amazing people, the grief has 
always been felt collectively – as 
a loss for the whole community, 
rather than a personal loss.
Already, half of Taylor’s stu-
dent body was not here in April 
2006. Next fall, only the senior 
class will have memories of 
what it was like to be on campus 
during those painful days. 
For those who did not share 
in this experience, the annual 
approach of the anniversary 
will have less meaning – not 
because they are hard-hearted, 
but because they feel little con-
nection to these events.
As the Taylor community 
continues to change and time 
distances us from the crash, we 
will begin to see the long-term 
effects on the university.  
It is impossible to go through 
a tragedy like this one and ex-
pect everything to remain the 
same. So once again, how did 
these events influence us, and 
what lessons should we take 
away from all of this?
Even for those students who 
had no connection to the vic-
tims, these events serve as an 
important reminder of how 
fragile life really is. Suffering 
and death do not just strike 
the elderly or the careless; our 
youth and health do not make 
us immortal. 
As Lisa Van Ryn said in the 
recent “Dateline NBC” special, 
“Do not hang on to the things of 
this world too tightly. Life here 
is but a vapor, and there is an 
eternity ahead.”
We must also remember how 
God was faithful to the Taylor 
University family during one 
of its most difficult hours. If he 
could provide us with hope and 
healing when bitterness was 
threatening to set in, then we 
can be sure he 
will preserve 
us the next 






to come will 
look back on 
those days as 
an example of 
what this community is capable 
of when it bands together and 
depends on God.
Finally, these events show us 
God will indeed bring good out 
of bad situations. We have wit-
nessed the testimony of the Cer-
aks and the Van Ryns as they 
recently shared their faith with 
millions of viewers.  
While the death of then-senior 
Laura Van Ryn and the misiden-
tification of junior Whitney Cer-
ak brought unspeakable pain 
to the families, we know these 
events happened for a reason. 
The stories of the crash victims 
have impacted millions.
As we mark the second anni-
versary of that April night, we 
will grieve for those we have 
lost. But more than that, we will 
realize Taylor University has ir-
reversibly changed. 
These events are now a part 
of who we are, even for those 
who were not here at the time. 
We should not view them as a 
curse, but as one of the greatest 
opportunities Taylor has ever 
received.
We can never be the same 
– and that’s a good thing.
Our view: Upcoming 
crash anniversary 
calls us all to reflect
“How did these events 
influence us, and what 
lessons should we take 
away from all of this?”
Photo courtesy of flickr.com
The softball team split its con-
ference-opening home double 
header against Grace College, 
winning the first game 4-3 but 
falling badly in the second 11-2. 
As the first game got under-
way, Grace (1-12, 1-1) took ad-
vantage of some Trojan fielding 
errors and jumped out to a 2-0 
lead.
But the bottom of the third 
was brighter for the Lady Tro-
jans.
Taylor put players on base as 
a result of back-to-back bunts 
from junior Laurie Shumaker 
and freshman Emily Kramer, 
and junior Lindsey Stone fol-
lowed with an RBI double to 
score Shumaker.
But Grace shut down the 
middle of the Lady Trojan or-
der, and the inning closed with 
Grace ahead 2-1. 
Sophomore pitcher Jessica 
Frankhauser sent the Lancers 
down in order in the top of the 
forth. Then, in the bottom half 
of the inning, Shumaker led off 
with a single and reached sec-
ond on a sacrifice bunt.
The Lancers got two outs, 
but Yoder drilled a single that 
scored Shumaker. The very next 
pitch, junior Lindsey Arnold hit 
her first homerun of the year to 
deep left field and put the Tro-
jans ahead for good 4-2. 
The Lancers added one more 
run on a solo homerun, but Tay-
lor held on for the 4-3 victory. 
Frankhauser picked up the win, 
pitching seven solid innings for 
the Trojans.
In the second game, the scored 
remained tied at zero through 
the second inning. Shumaker 
kept Grace off the board with a 
critical diving catch in left field 
that saved two runs.
During the bottom of the 
second, Taylor gained the lead 
on Grace as sophomore Liz 
Lewellen scored when senior 
Amanda Ekman  knocked in 
Taylor’s first run.  Freshman 
Jessica Sabinas then scored Ek-
man with a base hit.
Grace put its first run on the 
board with a homerun in the 
third, but the bats didn’t stop 
there. Once again, the Trojans 
found themselves giving up ad-
ditional runs because of defen-
sive lapses.
Grace went on to add a total 
of eight runs to the board in just 
five innings, defeating the Tro-
jans by a final of 11-2. 
“Today we just didn’t have 
the bats we did in Arizona, and 
that was our biggest struggle,” 
Yoder said. “We were able to 
pull out one win using both our 
small and big game, but we re-
ally need to be scoring every in-
ning.”
The Lady Trojans will play 
a doubleheader on Saturday 
against St. Francis with a 1 p.m. 
start.
Taylor’s athletic department 
welcomed J. Scott Stan to Tay-
lor University over spring break 
as the new women’s soccer 
coach. Stan will take the reins 
of the program beginning with 
the 2008-2009 season.
A graduate of Trinity Chris-
tian College, Stan has 15 years 
of coaching experience – eight 
of them at the collegiate level 
– and a 252-128-30 overall re-
cord.
Stan gained all eight years of 
his college head coaching expe-
rience at Manchester College, 
the church-affiliated school he 
is leaving. Under his leader-
ship, Manchester’s women’s 
soccer team twice qualified for 
the Div. III NCAA National 
Tournament.
A standout soccer career 
while attending Trinity – he 
is the school’s all-time lead-
ing scorer with 86 goals in 72 
matches – recently earned him 
an induction into the school’s 
hall of fame.
Other accolades include three 
Heartland College Conference 
Coach of the Year awards from 
his time at Manchester.
Stan is no stranger to Taylor: 
His wife, Patricia, has taught in 
the chemistry department here 
for eight years, and he learned 
about the school largely through 
her experience here, he said.
As he considered future 
coaching opportunities, he said 
he either wanted to move to a 
school with a bigger soccer pro-
gram or one with a strong evan-
gelical focus, like Taylor.
“I fell in love with (Taylor),” 
Stan said. “I really value the 
evangelical Christian college 
experience.”
In June, Stan will travel 
abroad to coach an internation-
al team – his sixth such stint. 
He plans to begin the process of 
moving closer to Upland shortly 
thereafter, he said.
Stan encouraged students to 
come watch the team in the fall 
as they will be playing a “quick-
possession, high-pressure” style 
of soccer designed “to keep the 
ball on the other side of the 
field.” He noted that team fit-
ness is crucial to this system.
In addition to his coaching 
position, Stan will take on the 
duties of an assistant athletic 
director.He said he hopes to 
help develop Taylor’s interna-
tional sports missions through 
this position.
As Stan reflected upon the 
circumstances surrounding his 
decision to come to Taylor, he 
said he recognized God’s hand 
in the process.
“I was trying to put my own 
effort into different opportu-
nities, but I finally took a step 
back and let God take control,” 
Stan said. “Things fell into place 
after that – Taylor was where 
God wanted me to be.”
Trojan Sports
(Home games in bold)
Baseball
(12-12, 4-4)
W, 8-1, 5-1 at Atlanta Christian 
Canceled at Toccoa Falls
L, 7-5 vs. Anderson
L, 4-2, 2-1 at No. 12
 Spring Arbor*
Upcoming games:
1 p.m. Sat. vs. No. 12 
Spring Arbor*
1 p.m. Tues. vs. IWU*




Mt. Vernon Naz. canceled
     W, 4-3, L, 11-2 Grace*
Upcoming games:
1 p.m. Sat. vs. St. Francis*
3 p.m. Mon. vs. Purdue
3 p.m. Tues. at Bethel*
3 p.m. Thurs. vs. Marian*
Tennis
(Men, 14-5, 7-0)
L, 6-3 Drexel at Orlando
 Upcoming matches:
10 a.m. Sat. vs. Elmhurst
Track and Field
Emory Classic in Atlanta 
Men: 2nd of 17
Women: 7th of 16
Upcoming meets:
12 p.m. Sat. at Depauw Open
* denotes MCC match
Full name: J. Scott Stan
Spouse’s name:  Patricia
Birthday:  Dec. 6   
Birthplace:  Riverside, Calif.
Years of marriage: 13 in June
Sports played:  Soccer and track
Schools attended: Undergrad: Trinity Christian College; 
Graduate: University of Phoenix
Sport coaching at Taylor:  Women’s soccer
Highlights of coaching career:  Taking Manchester College to two NCAA 
national soccer tournaments.
Advice / favorite Bible verse:  “Let your light shine before men that they may 
see your good deeds and praise your father in heaven.” –Matthew 5:16
Pet peeve:  Cranky people      
Favorite sports team:  Manchester United, Chicago Fire
Music currently in your car’s CD player:  Newsboys, Casting Crowns
Favorite “famous last words”: “I told them I was sick,” from a tombstone
Lasting childhood memory:  Being an Air Force brat
Favorite quote:  “Be a force of fortune instead of a feverish, little clod of ailments 
and grievances complaining that the world will not devote itself to making you 
happy.” – George Bernard Shaw
Favorite cartoon: “Pinky and the Brain”
Hidden talent:  Watercolor painting
Dream vacation : One month driving around the Australian Outback.
Favorite food: Thai     Favorite superhero: Wolverine
Favorite drink: Iced coffee
Favorite candy: Dark chocolate
Favorite band: Newsboys
Favorite video game: FIFA 2004
Sports
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SportS Editor






Softball splits doubleheader against Grace
Timeout with Coach J. Scott Stan
By JoRdyn kight
Contributor
New soccer coach brings Div. III experience
Photo by Andy Marston
Hidden talent? 
 Watercolor painting
Junior Jill Tomaszewski winds up for a pitch in Thursday’s game against Grace College.
Photo by Ellen Koch
Sophomore Landon Goode delivers a pitch in Tuesday’s 
game against Anderson. The Trojans fell 7-5 in the nine-in-
ning game, one of the team’s three losses for the week.
Taylor scored two runs in the final inning from sopho-
more Nathan Hillery’s two-out double, but a pop-up in the 
infield ended the game for the Trojans.
On Thursday, the Trojans traveled to face No. 12 Spring 
Arbor in a doubleheader. Freshman Taylor Kinzer pitched 
the entire first game, turning in a great performance. The 
Trojans fought hard but fell 4-2 in the effort.
Freshman Zach Vander Laan pitched the entire second 
game against Spring Arbor and, in his best performance of 
the year, held the Cougars to only two runs. But the Trojans 
faced offensive troubles and were unable to rally behind 
Vander Laan’s pitching. Taylor fell to Spring Arbor 2-1.
The Trojans will have a chance to redeem the Spring Ar-
bor losses on Saturday as they face the Cougars again at 
home. Game time is at 1 p.m.
Making sense of the madness
The Final Four is set for this 
weekend, and while we wait for 
the final rounds of madness to 
begin, here are some things I 
noticed in the first four rounds.
First off, the selection com-
mittee gets big props for finally 
getting the four No. 1 seeds 
(North Carolina, Kansas, Mem-
phis and UCLA) into the Final 
Four for the first time ever.
Some other thoughts:
Biggest “Duh”
If you paid attention to college 
basketball this year, you know 
that North Carolina is good. 
The team’s presence in the Fi-
nal Four was almost a given.
I tried to talk myself into pick-
ing a different team to come out 
of the East, but the Tar Heels 
are ultimately too deep, too 
fast, too athletic and too good 
for the teams they faced.
What was a surprise, however, 
was how much they dominated, 
especially on the defensive end. 
The most telling game was their 
regional semi-final match-up 
with Washington State.
Anytime you beat a team by 
20 and only score 68 yourselves, 
you’ve played good defense.
Some of the Tar Heels’ domi-
nance can be attributed to their 
lack of traveling (they played 
games in Raleigh and Char-
lotte, N.C.), but these guys look 
as good as they have all year.
Biggest Surprise
This is a toss-up between 
Davidson’s run, led by big little-
man Stephen Curry, and Kan-
sas’ appearance in the Final 
Four.
I don’t mean to knock Kansas: 
The Jayhawks have a tremen-
dously athletic, balanced team, 
but Head Coach Bill Self seems 
to self-destruct in crunch time. 
I mean, he nearly cost his team 
a spot in the Final Four with the 
play he drew up at the end of 
the game against Davidson.
Had it not been for Davidson 
head coach Bob McKillop’s own 
coaching blunder in the final 
seconds, we’d be looking at a 10 
seed in the Final Four. (More 
on this later.)
Instead, Bill Self gets the 
monkey off of his back, and I 
would only be slightly surprised 
if the Jayhawks win it all. 
As for Curry, he’s my choice 
for tournament Most Outstand-
ing Player, even though he only 
made it to the Elite Eight.
To put it into perspective, 
Curry averaged 32 points per 
game in his four tournament 
games. This is about 10 points 
per game more than Memphis’ 
Chris Douglas-Roberts.
Curry went into the tourna-
ment as clearly the best player 
on his team, and he still de-
stroyed the teams he faced. 
What’s more, he did most of his 
damage during the second half, 
dropping 25 against George-
town and 22 against Wisconsin 
after intermission.
Biggest Disappointment
Easily McKillop’s final play. 
With 16 seconds left, Davidson’s 
Curry receives the inbound 
pass, takes seven seconds to 
cross halfcourt (first mistake), 
gets two high screens from for-
ward Thomas Sander (second 
mistake) and passes the ball to 
Jason Richards for a despera-
tion 40-footer (final mistake).
If I have three excellent 3-
point shooters (Curry, Richards 
and Bryant Barr), I run Curry 
off a screen from Richards at 
the top, with Barr out on the 
wing and the other two guys on 
the weak side for rebounds.
That way, if the defense dou-
bles Curry off the screen, you’ve 
got Richards with an open 3-
pointer from the top of the key; 
if they don’t hedge, you’ve got a 
2-on-1 with Curry and the on-
fire Barr.
Those aren’t better options 
than Curry going one-on-five 
for 10 seconds? Really?
Predictions:
Kansas over UNC
While North Carolina has 
dominated, its players also 
haven’t played more than 70 
miles from the Dean Center. 
Also, the Jayhawks can play 
with the underdog freedom that 
Davidson almost beat them 
with last week. Plus, the Tar 
Heels struggle defending teams 
who score by committee, and 
Kansas is the poster team for 
platoon scoring.
Memphis over UCLA
Due to Memphis’ horrendous 
free throw shooting, my conven-
tional wisdom didn’t let me pick 
the Tigers to even make it to the 
Final Four, much less advance 
to the championship game. But 
my conventional wisdom was 
shown up by a Memphis team 
trouncing every opponent in its 
way. Plus, I don’t trust UCLA’s 
often-stagnant offense against 
the athletic Tigers.
Kansas over Memphis
Bill Self becomes one of the 
greatest coaches of our time, 
and Marion Chalmers wins 
Most Outstanding Player for 
the tournament. I still think 
that Memphis’ poor free throw 
shooting catches up to them.
It has to, or I’ll go crazy.
By Jake BRagg
Staff WritEr
nCaa College BasketBall
